Eco-$mart Product Shipping Guide

Guide for use of Excel File "Eco-$mart_Product_Shipping__.xls"

Download the XLS file
To Populate the Spread Sheet, log in to Eco-$mart Administration.  Click Products Data Base.  Under Product Shipping, click Get Current Spread Sheet.

=========Introduction===========

This spread sheet is a duplicate of the data base table, "ship", associated with it in Eco-$mart Administration Data Base. It is made for "pasting" directly into the data base table. Each time you change the information in this spread sheet, you must go to Eco-$mart Online Administration and update the Data Base table to reflect the changes. These changes will be displayed and used in the on-line catalog and invoicing areas to calculate shipping costs.

Every Eco-$mart Product that is accessed by the catalog, quote request, invoicing, or price lists must be represented on this list even if there is no shipping information. The data in some columns of this spread sheet and subsequently the Data Base may have more signifigance than just their actual value. For example, .00 in a pricing column will in certain instances tell the program what to display in the catalog. See the Data Base Table below for details of each column.

=========Important Considerations===========

There are step by step directions for updating the data base on the Updater. You will also find certain protocols for data input listed on the Updater. Their importance begs for reiteration here.

Character limitations:

When entering data into the spread sheet, and subsequently into the Data Base, it is important to remember that most of  this information is for use and display in several different environments, programs and character sets.  Although layouts will expand and contract to hold content, space is  a concern.  

· The Item column of this spread sheet and table is limited to 24 characters.

· Text in the Description column of this spread sheet and table is displayed on quotes, invoices, price, and product lists.  Imagine what you write for this column as befitting an invoice or bill.  

In the interest of making an updater that is fast, efficient and cross-browser/cross-platform compatible,  certain characters should not be used in the content of any cell in this spread sheet.  There are two of them.

· " Double Quote :  Please use  in  or  inches.  If it is absolutely necessary to to use a double quote, you must escape it with a back slash. Eg., \"Green\"  Home.  Many programs will break content or otherwise err, when encountering a bare ". 

· ' Single Quote :  Please use ft,  foot,  or  feet.  If it is absolutely necessary to to use a single quote, you must escape it with a back slash. Eg., Mike\'s  Home.  Many programs will break content or otherwise err, when encountering a bare '. 

Yes, there are ways to condition text to be acceptable in every current context and character set.  This process will increase update time and bandwidth in the Updater,  AND increase download times and bandwidth on the website.  It is much more efficient to avoid the use of these characters in this spread sheet if it is at all possible. 
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Data Base Table: ship

Table Columns:

----- item:  Characters used to associate the product with other spread sheets, data base tables, catalog and invoicing functions. This is Eco-$mart's number for this product.  Not to be confused with the sku number or upc associated with this product by the manufacturer.

   The item in this spread sheet is used by the Updater to recognize its counterpart in the Data Base. It must be unique to each product. If you change the item in the spread sheet, a new item will be created.  The old item and its information will remain.  If desired, remove the old item from the spread sheet. The next time you update, the old item will be removed from the Data Base.

   The item serves a purpose in the organization of products in many invoice and ordering functions.  item in Eco-$mart_Product_Shipping__.xls must have a match in Eco-$mart_Product_Pricing__.xls.  Please see Eco-$mart Product Pricing for a more detailed explanation of the item number. 

*** If this column is left blank, the row will not be recognized, inspected, or copied into the insert list for the Data Base. 

----- sku: The manufacturer's part number. Necessary for products that will be included in P.O.s generated by the program.  If left blank,  product identification will be item only.

----- upc: Uniform Product Code. A 12 digit number assigned to this product.

----- carrier: Name of Trucking Company that delivers this product.

----- crr_phone: Phone number of carrier in the previous column. 

----- crr_account: Account number assigned to Eco-$mart by the carrier.

----- class: Shipping class assigned to the product for special characteristics in materials or shape.

----- o_city: FOB City.  Outbound city is required for clarification of mail code.

----- o_country: FOB Country.  Default = US

----- o_code: The Zip Code in the US.  Other country mail codes are acceptable. Required.

----- unit: Type of package that is considered one unit of shipment.  This may be different than the price unit for the product.  Options = EACH, CASE, SHT, or PLT.  See table on page 3 for detailed description of options.

----- wgt_lbs:
Weight of the package option above in pounds (LBS).

----- height_in:  Height of the package option above in inches.

----- width_in: Width of the package option above in inches.

----- length_in: Height of the package option above in inches.


----- custom:
Customs charges for international shipping. 

----- currency: Currency of invoicing for shipping.  Default = USD

Continued next page.
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Data Base Table: ship

Table Columns: (continued)

----- minimum: Minimun shipment allowed by vendor expressed in quantity of unit.

----- handling: Total handling fee charged for shipping this product.  

----- flat: Type of flat shipping charge for a shipment of a unit of this product.  Options = fixed,   percent, or weight. Used with rate_* to charge for a shipment with bulk weight calculations.

----- rate_1: If flat is fixed, rate_1 is the dollar amount of charges per shipment.  If flat is percent,  rate_1 is the per cent of total purchase that will be charged for a shipment.  If flat is weight, rate_1 is the charge for the lowest range in the rate_wgt_* column set.

----- rate_wgt_1: Used only if flat is "weight".  Enter the highest weight in pounds in the range of weights charged per rate_1. Default is None.

----- rate_2: Used only if flat is "weight".  The charge for the next highest range of weights.

----- rate_wgt_2: Used only if flat is "weight".  Enter the highest weight in pounds in the range of weights charged per rate_2. Default is None.

----- rate_3: Used only if flat is "weight".  The charge for the next highest range of weights.

----- rate_wgt_3: Used only if flat is "weight".  Enter the highest weight in pounds in the range of weights charged per rate_3. Default is None.

NOTE: Shipping weights higher than the highest rate_wgt_* will be referred to shipper for quote.

----- up_date - The date that the row was last updated. The information in this column needs no editing and can be left blank. Dates of updates are recorded by the updater.

----- description - A short, concise description with product name and defining characteristics. See notes about character limitations. This is not the text that will appear in the catalog. This is the text that will appear on the invoice. For best presentation, keep it succinct.


unit options - for use in "unit" column



EACH = Single Item in one package



CASE = Multiple Items in a Box



SHT =  Sheet



PLT = Skid
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DATA BASE TABLE  'ship'

Field
Type
Null
Default
Comments
Spread Sheet Column Format

item
varchar(24)
No

UNIQUE
Standard

sku
varchar(30)
No


Standard

upc
int(12)
No


Number General

carrier
varchar(60)
No


Standard

crr_phone
varchar(40)
No


Standard

crr_account
varchar(100)
No
None

Standard

class
varchar(40)
No


Standard

o_city
varchar(40)
No


Standard

o_country
varchar(40)
No
US

Standard

o_code
varchar(20)
No
0

Standard

unit
varchar(3)
No
EACH

Standard

weight_lbs
int(6)
No
0

Standard

height_in
int(6)
No
0

Standard

width_in
int(6)
No
0

Standard

length_in
int(6)
No
0

Standard

custom
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

currency
varchar(24)
No
USD

Standard

minimum
int(8)
No
.00

Number General

handling
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

flat
varchar(7)
No
None
fixed,  percent, weight,
Standard

rate_1
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

rate_wgt_1
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

rate_2
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

rate_wgt_2
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

rate_3
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

rate_wgt_3
decimal 5,2
No
.00

#.00

up_date
int(8)
No

Auto
Number General

description
text
No


Standard

!!!!!!! Back it up !!!!!!!

     Updated spread sheet files may be uploaded to Eco-$mart Products for safe-keeping and retrieval.  Look for the Upload link in the Quick Help section of the Uploader.  Path to retrieve file:  
http://www.ecosmartinc.com/ecos/ecoproducts/file_name.xls

     Be certain copies of all Eco-$mart Product files are made and stored on another storage medium or two. A RW-CD/DVD library of previous files for Eco-$mart Administration is a great idea.  Add a folder on another hard drive to copy to as well.  It is suggested that new files be appended with a date to identify it as the most recent file. 

     Between server errors that are out of our control,  hardware malfunction,  and just plain human error,  there is never 100% certainty that you don't need back up. Take a few minutes to make sure you can recover from an unexpected disaster.

Please direct questions or bugs to :

kwgrubbs@kwgrubbs.com
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